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Unlike perrennialism and essentialism which are based on a traditionalist view of curriculum, progressivism and reconstructionism are modern views of curriculum that focus on contemporary and innovative teaching. There are four major philosophies of contemporary Western education, perrennialism, essentialism, reconstructionism and progressivism.
The progressive educational movement started early twentieth century; it originated as a reaction to severe autocratic and dictatorial teaching methods of the traditionalist curriculum that focused on classical subject teaching(Glanz, Behar-Horenstein, & Starratt,2000,p 9).Progressivism promotes interdisciplinary learning, teaching, and a curriculum that focuses on interesting learning and developing lifelong learners (Ornstein, Pajak, E ,and Pajak,2015).
In the International Journal of Progressive Education, Volume 9 Number 3, 2013, Read’s study titled The Educators and the Curriculum: Stories of Progressive Education in the 21st century, reveals the journey of three progressive educators and leaders who took risks in order to meet students’ social needs and create rich interdisciplinary learning experiences for them.

The stories of these three twenty first century progressive educators and leaders bring to light the challenges of progressive curricular applications and interdisciplinary learning, and teaching.The first story is about Henry who is leader of an independent private Pre-kindergarten to eighth grade school named Marsh School. When Henry worked at the University of Chicago’s Laboratory Schools; which was established by John Dewey; he began to embrace a progressive philosophy of curriculum. His approach to teaching shifted focus from “what to teach” to “how to teach” and more importantly to “who he is teaching”. His view and definition of progressive education drew directly from Dewey’s philosophies which was child-centric and emphasized on the social, emotional, and physical development of students and not just on academics(Dewey,1944).           

Progressive education is based on cross discipline projects with meaningful content that are inspired from students’ interests. Henry said that valuable progressive teaching is based on teamwork, students in progressive classrooms work collaboratively and cooperatively to create knowledge. He shared a progressive education initiative, from when he was an eighth grade English teacher in Chicago. He and a few colleagues broke a very traditional approach to teaching American Studies by developing an interdisciplinary program, that included history, psychology, economics, arts, English and writing, into a two years program of American Studies Humanities. The eighth grade American studies curriculum was developed around the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago, which occurred close to the school and incorporated local, national world history, literature, music, and fashion of that time period in history. Henry said,” this curriculum, made students’ learning come to life in a way that they would remember for many years to come”(Read,2013,p.113).
Another example of initiatives and programs related to the progressive phylosophy of curriculum narrated by Read (2013) is about Jim’s journey as a twenty first century progressive leader. Jim’s educationnal career started as a high school teacher of government and economics, where he enjoyed teaching and coaching.He then became a high school principal and a district tech director. In 2007, Jim assumed the superintendent of Wharton public schools position, where he built an outstanding arts program that recognized students’ performance in arts and athletics in a struggling high school despite being under numerous death threats and vandalism. Among his successful progressive programs, the arts program that he created for the kids, this program not only saw students participation in arts programs grow exponentially, but gave birth to a world class theater in the school. His definition progressivism involves good leadership and willingness to take risks. As stated by Read (2013), Jim’s view of progressive education is different from Henry’s view. Jim’s story has much more to do with identifying a need, finding a solution and embracing risk-taking to provide innovative, world-class education.
The last story from Read’s journal is about Paula journey’s as a progressive leader. She is the head of a private alternative on and off campus K-12 school named Greystone. The high school program at Greystone is composed mainly of students who attended private elementary schools and couldn’t adapt in a traditional public high school. Paula has a supportive leadership style that empowers teachers and students as she explained “ They [teachers and students] run the school , I’m just here for the structure and the follow-through, and the support that they need “. Her definition of progressive curriculum focuses on students, teachers and parents’ participation in creating a relevant education and making decisions. 
Greystone was founded on democratic principles that are still in place today. This perception of the school as a place of democracy is sticking out with the work of progressive educators such as Deweys Democracy and Education (1944) and Deborah Meier‘s The Power of Their Ideas (1995). Among her successful progressive curricula initiatives are programs that are tailored to the curriculum to meet students’ needs. For example, students and teachers worked cooperatively to create a music course, this course started as a music production course and ended up as a music appreciation course where students talked about the impact of music on daily lives, advertising, genres, beats , percussion and rhythms. This flexible environment gave students the freedom to become the architects of their education. Paula and Jim’s view of progressive education are similar in a way that it is based on innovative and nontraditional methods as well as risk taking(Read,2015).
As defined in Ornstein, Pajak and Pajak (2015,p 6) , “ a progressive philosophy curriculum is based on students’ interests; involves the application of human problems and affairs; inter-disciplinary subject matter; activities, and projects “. As a result , a progressive curriculum design must relate to contemporary applications and initiatives that put emphasis on today’s technology and must highlight how educators can integrate cutting-edge technologies in their teaching (Parkay, Stanford, & Gougeon, 2010).
The digital world offers a variety of information and communications technology tools that foster innovative and meaningful learning experiences. According to Wall and Ryan (2010) meaningful learning involves knowledge construction and application which requires not only access to information but also tools and skills in information and communications technology tools to enable collaboration.
A progressive curriculum should include tools to support manipulation of information from graphics and videos manipulation to mapping software that not only help organize information but also create new knowledge. In designing a progressive curriculum, utilization of collaboration resources is key. Learning is project based and involves group collaboration and sharing knowledge. Wikis provide excellent workspaces where students can discuss and evaluate ideas, using wikis, Google apps from Google docs to Google Hangouts and other collaborative tools. Blogs are another collaboration tool used for sharing thoughts and developing higher thinking skills in addition to messaging, chats and video conferencing tools that enable communication regionally and globally. A progressive curriculum should foster social interaction and building relationships based on interests. Social networking tools such as Facebook, Flickr and Google Buzz offer great tools for relation building, discussions and building communities of practice.
Twenty fist century technologies go hand in hand with the progressive philosophy of curriculum design because they foster collaboration and innovation. In addition to these information technology tools, incorporating technologies such as drones and robots provide the perfect hands-on experience to keep today’s technology savvy students interested in learning and promote project based learning.
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